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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM EILEEN COOK 

1. What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making 
civil partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing 
future civil partnerships to all couples?   

 
Civil Partnerships should be open to all. They are an alternative to traditional 
marriage that many of us find preferable. Although I support all those who wish to 
marry, in the traditional sense, some of us find the 'luggage' that comes with 
traditional marriage too oppressive and would like an alternate way of pledging our 
commitment. 

 

2. What will the impact of the Bill and its provisions be on you, your 
community or your organisation? Give consideration as to whether there is 
any impact on human rights or equality issues for any particular groups of 
people.  

I would like to make the commitment of civil partnership with my long-term partner 
and co-parent. This became particularly important when I received a medical 
diagnosis. I am surprised that Scotland has decided to lag behind the rest of the UK 
on this one.  

 

3. The Bill will make consequential changes to existing legislation to carry 
through the effect of the main change. Do you have any comment to make 
on these changes?   

No 

 

4. Is there anything else about civil partnerships that should be included in (or 
excluded from) the Bill? If so, what changes would you like to see and 
why? Please explain your reasons.  

Speed would be useful. I cannot see why it could possibly take so long!  

 

5. Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you 
as an individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting 
information.  
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It can very complicated making arrangements for a long-term partner if there is no 
official legal partnership. I could send you my pension correspondence as evidence 
of this. 
 
 


